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(57) ABSTRACT 

An exhaust nozzle includes a conical duct terminating in an 
annular outlet. A row of vortex generating duplex tabs are 
mounted in the outlet. The tabs have compound radial and 
circumferential aft inclination inside the outlet for generating 
streamwise vortices for attenuating exhaust noise while 
reducing performance loss. 

30 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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DUPLEX TAB EXHAUST NOZZLE 

The U.S . Government may have certain rights in this inven- 
tion pursuant to contract number NAS3-01135 awarded by 
NASA. 5 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to gas turbine 
engines, and, more specifically, to noise attenuation therein. 

In a turbofan gas turbine engine powering an aircraft in 
flight, air is pressurized in a compressor and mixed with fuel 
in a combustor for generating hot combustion gases. Energy 
is extracted from the gases in a high pressure turbine (HPT) 
which powers the compressor through one drive shaft. 

Additional energy is extracted from the gases in a low 
pressure turbine (LPT) which powers the fan through another 
drive shaft. The spent combustion gases are then discharged 
through a core nozzle, and the pressurized fan flow is dis- 20 
charged through a surrounding fan nozzle for producing pro- 
pulsion thrust during operation. 

The core and fan exhausts are concentric with each other in 
the surrounding ambient air which flows outside the engine as 
the aircraft is propelled during flight. 25 

The high velocity core and fan exhaust streams generate 
noise during operation, which is a particular problem during 
aircraft takeoff at high power which is in contrast with aircraft 
cruise at high altitude at correspondingly lower power output 
where noise is less of a problem but maximum engine efh- 
ciency is desired. 

Noise attenuation mechanisms have been investigated for 
decades, but all have associated problems including corre- 
sponding additional weight in the aircraft and a reduction in 
engine efficiency or performance. In particular, since jet noise 
attenuation is typically required solely during aircraft takeoff 
from runways in populated communities, any noise attenua- 
tion mechanism is no longer required during the majority of 
flight operation during cruise. Cruise operation requires 
maximum engine efficiency for reducing fuel consumption. 

Accordingly, it is desired to provide effective noise attenu- 
ation while minimizing engine performance and efficiency 
losses therefrom. 

45 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

An exhaust nozzle includes a duct terminating in an outlet. 

A row of vortex generating duplex tabs are mounted in the 
outlet. The tab s have compound radial and circumferential aft 50 
inclination inside the outlet for generating streamwise vorti- 
ces for attenuating exhaust noise while reducing performance 
loss. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 55 

The invention, in accordance with preferred and exemplary 
embodiments, together with further objects and advantages 
thereof, is more particularly described in the following 
detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompa- 60 
nying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a partly sectional axial elevational view of an 
exemplary turbofan aircraft gas turbine engine having duplex 
tab vortex generators therein. 

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the fan and core exhaust 65 
nozzles of the engine illustrated in FIG. 1 and taken along line 

2 - 2 . 
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FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of exemplary fan duplex 
tabs mounted in the fan nozzle illustrated in FIG. 1 and taken 
along line 3-3. 

FIG. 4 is a forward elevational view of the fan duplex tabs 
illustrated in FIG. 1 and taken along line 4-4. 

FIG. 5 is a rear elevational view of exemplary core duplex 
tabs in the core nozzle illustrated in FIG. 1 and taken along 
line 5-5. 

FIG. 6 is a forward elevational view of the core duplex tabs 
illustrated in FIG. 1 and taken along line 6-6. 

FIG. 7 is a partly sectional axial elevational view of the 
turbofan engine shown in FIG. 1 having additional embodi- 
ments of the duplex tabs therein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Illustrated schematically in FIG. 1 is an exemplary turbo - 
fan aircraft gas turbine engine 10 which is axisymmetrical 
about a longitudinal or axial centerline axis. The engine 
includes in serial flow communication a fan 12, compressor 
14, combustor 16, high pressure turbine (HPT) 18, and low 
pressure turbine (LPT) 20. 

An annular core cowl 22 surrounds the core engine aft of 
the fan and terminates in an annular core exhaust nozzle 24. 
An annular fan nacelle 26 surrounds the fan and the forward 
portion of the core cowl and terminates in an annular fan 
exhaust nozzle 28. 

The engine is suitably mounted to an aircraft by a typical 
pylon 30 under the wing 32 for example. 

During operation, air 34 enters the nacelle inlet and is 
pressurized by the rotating fan 12. An inner portion of the 
pressurized air enters the compressor 14 of the core engine for 
being further pressurized or compressed, and the outer por- 
tion of the fan air bypasses the core engine and is discharged 
through the fan exhaust nozzle 28 for producing a majority of 
the propulsion thrust. 

The compressed air is mixed with fiiel in the combustor 16 
for generating hot combustion gases 36 which flow through 
the HPT 18 that powers the compressor 14 through one drive 
shaft. The combustion gases then flow through the LPT 20 
which powers the fan 12 through another drive shaft, with the 
spent combustion gases 36 then being discharged through the 
core exhaust nozzle 24. 

The engine 10 as described above is conventional in con- 
figuration and operation and produces high velocity fan and 
core exhaust streams 34,36 which are dischaiged from the 
corresponding fan and core exhaust nozzles 24,28 in concen- 
tric or confluent flow streams. 

The high velocity fan and core exhaust 34,36 generate 
noise during operation which should be minimized in particu- 
lar during takeoff operation of the aircraft from the runway. 
Accordingly, either the core nozzle 24 or fan nozzle 28, or 
both, may be modified to include noise attenuating features as 
disclosed in more detail below in exemplary embodiments. 

The two exhaust nozzles 24,28 initially share common 
features for maximizing their aerodynamic performance dur- 
ing operation. 

For example, the core nozzle 24 illustrated in FIG. 2 
includes a conical exhaust duct 38 having radially inner and 
outer annular skins 40,42 which converge axially aft and 
terminate at a relatively thin or sharp trailing edge 44 sur- 
rounding an annular core outlet 46. These skins 40,42 are 
typically smooth sheet metal which converge together to the 
trailing edge 44. And, the exhaust duct 38 typically converges 
along the inner skin 40 to the core outlet 46 defined inside the 
trailing edge 44 at a single or common axial plane. 
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The core outlet 46 is defined by the surrounding annular or 
circular inner skin 40 at the trailing edge 44, and by a corre- 
sponding portion of an internal centerbody or plug projecting 
axially aft from the outlet. 

The core nozzle 24 may have any conventional configura- 
tion and typically converges to a throat of minimum flow area 
at the trailing edge outlet 46, or slightly upstream therefrom 
as desired. The smooth annular inner and outer skins 44,42 
terminate at the single axial plane core outlet 46 for maximiz- 
ing engine efficiency in a conventional manner. 

Correspondingly, the fan nozzle 28 includes a similar coni- 
cal exhaust duct 48 having radially inner and outer annular 
skins 50,52 converging and terminating at a relatively sharp 
trailing edge 54 surrounding an armular outlet 56 for dis- 
charging the fan exhaust flow 34. The iimer and outer skins 
50,52 are typically smooth sheet metal and terminate in the 
single axial plane fan outlet 56 bound outwardly by the cir- 
cular inner skin 50 and bound inwardly by a corresponding 
portion of the core cowl 22. 

Like the core nozzle 24, the fan nozzle 28 typically con- 
verges to a throat of minimum flow area at the single plane 
trailing edge outlet 56, although the throat may be located 
upstream therefrom as desired. 

The core nozzle 24 or the fan nozzle 28, or both, may be 
modified to include corresponding noise attenuating features 
in the form of corresponding duplex tabs 58,60, respectively, 
for generating streamwise vorticity to promote mixing at the 
corresponding shear layers between the high speed core 
exhaust 36 and surrounding fan exhaust 34, or between the 
high speed fan exhaust 34 and the surrounding ambient air- 
flow over the fan nacelle. 

The corresponding duplex tabs 58,60 are suitably mounted 
inside the corresponding core and fan ducts 38,48 and have 
compound radial and circumferential aft inclination therein 
for generating pairs of streamwise vortices to promote flow 
mixing and reduce flow velocity for attenuating noise with 
minimal pressure losses which would otherwise decrease 
engine efficiency and performance. 

Two exemplary embodiments of the duplex tabs 58,60 are 
illustrated for the corresponding core and fan nozzles 24,28 
and have similar features as described separately hereinbe- 
low. 

For example, the duplex tabs 58,60 are arranged in corre- 
sponding rows in the corresponding core and fan outlets 
46,56 in single planes terminating at or near the correspond- 
ing trailing edges 44,54. In the core nozzle embodiment illus- 
trated in FIGS. 5 and 6, the core duplex tabs 58 are substan- 
tially identical with each other and are arranged in 
circumferentially spaced apart pairs, with each pair having a 
common center slot 62 circumferentially therebetween. The 
two tabs 58 of each pair circumferentially adjoin each other at 
the inner skin 40, with the common center slot 62 extending 
radially inwardly from the common junction thereof. 

Similarly, the fan duplex tabs 60 of the fan nozzle embodi- 
ment illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 are also identical with each 
other and arranged in circumferentially spaced apart pairs 
with each pair also having a common center slot 62. The two 
tabs 60 in each pair circumferentially adjoin each other along 
the inner skin 50, and the common center slot 62 extends 
radially inwardly from the common junction thereof 

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 6, each pair of tabs 58,60 has a 
collective circumferential tab width A, and as shown in FIG. 
2, the corresponding tab pairs are circumferentially spaced 
apart from each other at a circumferential spacing B which is 
substantially greater than the corresponding tab width A for 
minimizing performance loss. The tab pairs are circumferen- 
tially spaced apart from each other at a corresponding angular 
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Spacing C which may be conveniently measured from center 
to center as defined at the corresponding center slots 62. 

The duplex tabs 58,60 have compound radial and circum- 
ferential inclination being inclined aft both radially and cir- 
5 cumferentially toward the corresponding trailing edges 
44,54. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, the corresponding tabs 
58,60 are inclined radially inwardly at an acute radial incli- 
nation or penetration angle D toward the respective trailing 
edge outlets 46,56 to provide downstream ramps. The two 
10 tabs 58,60 are also circumferentially inclined at an acute skew 
angle E forwardly from the corresponding trailing edges 
44,54. 

The radial penetration angle D may be selected by suitable 
testing to maximize noise attenuation while minimizing pres- 
1 5 sure or performance losses . And in the different embodiments 
of the duplex tabs 58,60 illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 5, the 
penetration angle D is less than 90 degrees, and may be down 
to about 30 degrees, with a 50 degree penetration angle being 
preferred or optimal in one embodiment tested. 

20 For example, it may be desirable to minimize the width of 
the slots 62 to minimize high frequency components of the jet 
noise in particular. And, the width of the slot 62 can be 
reduced by correspondingly decreasing the penetration angle 
D. 

25 The skew angle E may also be selected for maximizing 
noise attenuation while minimizing pressure or performance 
losses, and in both embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 5 
has an exemplary value of 45 degrees. 

The duplex tabs 58,60 illustrated in FIGS. 3-6 also share 
30 similar roots 64 disposed along the corresponding inner skins 
40,50 of the two ducts 38,48 and are preferably coextensive 
therewith. The duplex tabs 58,60 are inclined radially 
inwardly and axially aft from the corresponding roots 64 
thereof to a respective apex 66. 

35 As shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, the tab root 64 may commence 

at the corresponding trailing edges 44,54 and is inclined 
circumferentially forwardly therefrom at the corresponding 
skew angle E. The roots therefore extend axially aft and 
define the maximum axial length F of the individual tabs 
40 58,60. 

Correspondingly, the individual tabs 58,60 are inclined 
radially inwardly at the penetration angle D to define the 
maximum radial height and penetration G of the individual 
tabs. 

45 Accordingly, the circumferential width A, penetration 
angle D, skew angle E, axial length F, and corresponding 
penetration depth G may be selected during engine develop- 
ment for maximizing noise attenuation while minimizing 
performance loss. Noise attenuation is effected by the gen- 
50 eration of streamwise vortices shown schematically in corre- 
sponding pairs in FIGS. 3-6 which promote mixing of the 
different speed flowstreams along the inter-stream shear lay- 
ers. 

The duplex tabs 58,60 may have various embodiments for 
55 various advantages in meeting the goals of efficient noise 
attenuation while minimizing performance loss. 

For example, each of the duplex tabs 58,60 is preferably 
triangular in one embodiment and formed of relatively thin 
and constant thickness sheet metal having sufficient strength 
60 for withstanding the aerodynamic pressure loading thereon 
during operation in the corresponding core and fan nozzles 
24,28. 

Each triangular tab 58,60 therefore effects an inclined delta 
wing for generating corresponding vortices in the high veloc- 
65 ity fluid flow thereover during operation. And, the common 
slot 62 between the adjoining duplex tabs 58,60 is also trian- 
gular and extends outwardly from the common junction of the 
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corresponding tab roots 64. The exhaust flow is therefore 
impeded by the individual tabs 58,60 themselves while freely 
flowing around the triangular perimeters thereof and through 
the common slots 62. 

In the preferred embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 3-6, the 
duplex tabs 58,60 are identical in size and configuration in 
each row, and are symmetrical about the common center slots 
62 between each tab pair for promoting symmetrical vortices 
therefrom. 

The otherwise identical duplex tabs 58,60 in these two 
different embodiments have different orientations or skew to 
effect correspondingly different performance. 

For example, the core duplex tabs 58 in the core nozzle 
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6 converge together in 
the axially downstream direction toward the common center 
slots 62 thereof terminating at the trailing edge 44. The core 
duplex tabs 58 are perpendicular or normal to each other at the 
intersecting roots 64 thereof and therefore have a 90 degree 
included angle. The corresponding skew angle E is therefore 
45 degrees aft from the trailing edge 44 from the common 
center junction of the two roots 64. 

In this core configuration, the core duplex tabs 58 individu- 
ally define triangular delta wings, and are collectively 
arranged in an aft facing or pointing chevron or double- 
deltoid profile having aft-converging wings. 

In contrast, the fan duplex tabs 60 for the fan nozzle 
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4 circumferentially 
diverge apart in each pair from the common center slots 62 
thereof axially aft toward the trailing edge 54. In this embodi- 
ment, the duplex tabs 60 are again normal or perpendicular to 
each other at the intersecting roots 64 at a 90 degree included 
angle. Correspondingly, the skew angles E are again 45 
degrees axially aft from the trailing edge 54. 

In this fan configuration, the fan duplex tabs 60 again 
individually define triangular delta wings, but are collectively 
arranged in a forward facing or pointing chevron or double- 
deltoid profile having aft-diverging wings. 

In FIG. 3, the 90 degree included angle between the two 
tabs 60 faces axially aft to create a base triangle facing for- 
wardly, with leading edges of the tabs 60 bounding the for- 
wardly located center slots 62 shown in FIG. 4. 

In FIG. 6, the 90 degree included angle of the two tabs 58 
faces axially forwardly to define a base triangle projecting 
axially aft, with the center slots 62 being bound by trailing 
edges of the tabs 58. 

Accordingly, the core duplex tabs 58 collectively form an 
aft pointing chevron, with the two wing tabs 58 spreading 
laterally in mushroom fashion to the aft apex point. In con- 
trast, the fan duplex tabes 60 collectively form a forward 
pointing chevron wing, with the two wing tabs 60 being 
tapered like an arrowhead or delta wing to the forward apex 
point. 

Although the mushroom and delta configurations of the 
duplex tabs share common features and ability to promote 
noise attenuation mixing of the corresponding flow streams, 
these two configurations also effect different performance. 

For example, the pairs of streamwise vortices generated by 
these different configurations will rotate opposite to each 
other. These different vortices will bias the fan exhaust 34 
radially outwardly from the fan nozzle 28 at the delta tabs 60, 
and bias the core exhaust 36 radially inwardly from the core 
nozzle 24 at the mushroom tabs 58, and the bias will be 
opposite circumferentially between the corresponding tab 
pairs. 
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In the two embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 3-6, the duplex 
tabs 58,60 have a common axial length F, and the collective 
width A thereof is twice the length F. This configuration has 
additional advantages. 

5 For example, the tab pairs 58 in FIGS. 5 and 6 and the tab 
pairs 60 in FIGS. 3 and 4 may be initially formed from a 
common piece of sheet metal slit and bent to shape. In FIGS. 
5 and 6, two end slits 68 of axial length F may be cut from the 
trailing edge at a circumferential spacing A therebetween to 
^ ^ provide a rectangular perimeter. The two tabs 58 may then be 
bent outwardly from their corresponding roots 64 to achieve 
the desired penetration angles D. 

Similarly, a single middle slit 68 of axial length F may be 
formed from the trailing edge of the initially flat sheet metal, 
and then the two tabs 60 may be bent outwardly from the 
corresponding roots 64 within the bounding rectangular 
perimeter to the desired penetration angle D. 

This simple manufacturing method for deploying the indi- 
20 vidual tabs 58,60 to the desired compound inclination thereof 
also permits further developments in actuation thereof. In 
subsequent development, it may be advantageous to fully 
retract flat the duplex tabs 58,60 coextensively into the inner 
skin 40,50, while deploying the tabs 58,60 only during takeoff 
25 operation. 

The roots 64 may be modified to form corresponding 
hinges, with the tabs 58,60 being suitably actuated between 
retracted and deployed positions. Retracting the tabs flush 
into the inner skins of the corresponding exhaust nozzles will 
30 eliminate the performance loss due to the deployed tabs for 
maximizing engine efficiency and performance, and in par- 
ticular during cruise operation of the aircraft. 

However, it may be advantageous to maintain the duplex 
tabs deployed during aircraft cruise operation. For example, 
35 the fan exhaust may have supersonic velocity at cruise which 
will generate broadband shock noise that can be attenuated by 
the duplex tabs. 

Nevertheless, the relatively small configurations of the 
duplex tabs 58,60 minimize performance losses when 
40 deployed while achieving the desired noise attenuation there- 
from. The individual tabs have a relatively small aspect ratio 
defined by the radial penetration G over the length of the tab 
root 64, which aspect ratio may be about 0.6 for example. 

Correspondingly, the duplex tabs 58,60 have a correspond- 
45 ing radially inward core stream penetration in the correspond- 
ing exhaust outlets 46,56. That stream penetration may be 
defined by the ratio of the penetration depth G over the radial 
height of the exhaust outlet. And, that penetration is con- 
trolled by the size of the tabs 58,60 and their penetration 
50 angles D. In exemplary embodiments tested, the penetration 
ratio may be up to about 25 percent of the outlet annulus 
height. 

A particular advantage of the small duplex tabs 58,60 is 
their original, or retrofit, introduction into an otherwise con- 
55 ventional and aerodynamically efficient converging exhaust 
nozzle such as the core nozzle 24 or fan nozzle 28. These 
nozzles have substantially annular or round outlets 46,56 
bounded by a single plane circular trailing edge 44,54. 

Furthermore, the duplex tabs could also be used on other 
60 types of conventional exhaust nozzles, including converging- 
diverging, variable area exhaust nozzles at or near the nozzle 
outlets thereof 

The duplex tabs 58,60 may be suitably mounted wholly 
inside the corresponding nozzles 24,28 and either terminate at 
65 the corresponding trailing edges 44,54, or slightly upstream 
or downstream therefrom as desired. And, either type of tab 
58,60 may be used in either nozzle 24,28 as desired. 
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In both embodiments illustrated in FIG. 2, the duplex tabs 
58,60 are preferably equiangularly spaced apart at the center- 
to -center spacing angle C in corresponding pairs around the 
respective nozzle outlets 46,56. As indicated above, the cir- 
cumferential spacing B between adjacent pairs of duplex tabs 
is substantially greater than the collective circumferential 
width A of each tab pair, and may be about two to three times 
as great. 

Furthermore, testing of various embodiments of the duplex 
tabs indicates enhanced noise attenuation when the tabs are 
preferably arranged in even numbers or pluralities of pairs 
around the corresponding nozzle outlets, in the preferred 
range of eight to sixteen pairs, with 8, 12, 14, and 16 pairs (8 
P-16 P) being tested. 

As indicated above, the duplex tabs may have various 
possible configurations, further including odd as well as even 
numbers thereof; unequal as well as equal circumferential 
spacing; and unequal as well as equal size, geometry, and 
position around the circumference of the exhaust nozzle as 
desired to maximize noise attenuation while minimizing 
aerodynamic performance losses. 

FIG. 7 illustrates three additional embodiments of the 
duplex tabs 70,72,74 which share the common feature of 
extending radially outwardly at the corresponding nozzles 
24,28, in an opposite direction than the duplex tabs 58,60 
shown in FIGS. 1-6 which extend radially inwardly thereat. 

In FIG. 2, the duplex tabs 58,60 extend radially inwardly 
from the inner skins 40,50 inside the corresponding exhaust 
outlets 46,56. 

In FIG. 7, the duplex fan tabs 70 extend radially outwardly 
from the outer skin 52 of the fan nacelle 26 outside the fan 
outlet. The core duplex tabs 72 extend radially outwardly 
from the outer skin 42 of the core cowl 22 outside the core 
outlet. 

And, an additional set of core duplex tabs 74 extends radi- 
ally outwardly from the outer skin of a centerbody 76 dis- 
posed concentrically inside the outlet of the core nozzle 24. 
The centerbody 76 bounds the core outlet radially inwardly in 
the same manner that the core cowl 22 bounds the fan outlet 
radially inwardly to form corresponding annuluses through 
which the exhaust streams are discharged. 

The various duplex tabs may therefore extend radially 
inside or outside the respective exhaust outlets from either the 
inner or outer boundaries thereof to generate the vortex pairs 
which promote mixing of the concentric flowstreams for 
noise attenuation. 

A single row or set of the duplex tabs may be used at any 
one or more exhaust outlets, and it is also possible to mount 
two sets of duplex tabs at each exhaust outlet extending both 
radially inwardly and outwardly where pressure losses do not 
exceed noise attenuation advantages. 

FIG. 7 also illustrates the different types of duplex tabs 
which may be alternatively used at the different outlets based 
on the particular engine size and operating cycle. Whereas the 
delta tabs 60 are shown for the fan nozzle 28 in FIG. 1, the 
mushroom tabs 70 are instead used for the fan nozzle 28 in 
FIG. 7, and extend outwardly from the fan nacelle 26. 

Whereas the mushroom tabs 58 are shown for the core 
nozzle 24 in FIG. 1, the delta tabs 72 are instead used for the 
core nozzle 24 in FIG. 7, and extend outwardly from the core 
cowl 22. 

And, a second set of delta tabs 74 is also used for the core 
nozzle 24 in FIG. 7, and extends outwardly from the center- 
body 76. 
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These various configurations are shown in the figures as an 
expedient of presentation only, and actual use of the various 
duplex tabs will depend on actual engine design and aerody- 
namic cycles. 

5 Another feature of the duplex tabs which may be varied is 
the axial position thereof relative to the corresponding trailing 
edges 44,54. 

Whereas the duplex tabs 58,60 shown in FIG. 1 terminate 
at the respective trailing edges 44,54 of the nozzles, the 
1 0 duplex tab s may alternatively terminate axially forward or aft 
of those trailing edges as shown in FIG. 7. 

For example, the duplex tabs 70 terminate axially forward 
of the trailing edge 54, with an axial spacing therefrom of up 
to about two axial tab lengths (2F) for maintaining mixing 
15 performance. 

In contrast, the duplex tabs 72,74 may terminate axially aft 
of the trailing edge 44 by up to about one axial tab length (F) 
for maintaining mixing performance. In this embodiment, the 
outer core tabs 72 are cantilevered in part aft from the outer 
20 skin 42, whereas the inner core tabs 74 are fully supported 
atop the centerbody 76. 

As indicated above for FIGS. 3 and 5, both the radial 
penetration angle D and the circumferential skew angle E can 
be varied to maximize performance, with the skew angle E 
25 shown in FIG. 7 having a larger value of about 60 degrees 
which correspondingly narrows the circumferential width of 
the tabs and reduces their flow obstruction. 

In this configuration, the duplex tabs 70,72,74 are acute to 
each other at the roots 64 thereof, instead of normal in the 
30 previous embodiments. The two tabs in each pair have a 
shallower, or acute included angle of also 60 degrees in the 
symmetrical embodiments shown in FIG. 7 for minimizing 
upstream surface area, while still effectively shedding the 
vortex pairs. 

35 In FIG. 1, the inclined roots 64 of the duplex tabs 58,60 
intersect each other at a common point or junction in each 
duplex pair, at which junction the center slot 62 commences. 

In FIG. 7, the inclined roots 64 of the duplex tabs 70,72 
converge toward each other in each duplex pair, but do not 
40 intersect. The tabs remain spaced apart circumferentially at 
the common slots where they are closest together, which is at 
the trailing ends for the tabs 70, and at the leading ends for the 
tabs 72. 

This minimum circumferential spacing between the tabs in 
45 each pair at their bases or roots 64 may be up to about twice 
the circumferential width of each tab for maintaining the 
aerodynamic cooperation of the pair of counterrotating vor- 
tices shed from the tab pairs. 

The duplex tabs 58,60 shown in FIG. 1 are axially sym- 
50 metrical, and converge from the roots 64 to the apexes 66, 
which apexes may be relatively sharp with small radius 
bullnoses. 

In contrast, the duplex tabs 70 shown in FIG. 7 are trun- 
cated in radial penetration at the apexes 66, which apexes 
55 provide flat chords in the correspondingly truncated triangu- 
lar, or trapezoidal, configurations. And, the apexes 66 of the 
tabs 72,74 may have larger radius bullnoses. 

The various duplex tabs include two lateral edges each, one 
providing a leading end over which the exhaust first flows, 
60 and the other edge providing a trailing end over which the 
exhaust flow is shed in the cooperating vortices around the 
common center slot therebetween. 

In alternate embodiments, the triangular profiles of the 
duplex tabs may be fiirther modified to include nonsymmetri- 
65 cal configurations in which the lengths of the leading and 
trailing ends may be varied as required for best cooperating 
with the aerodynamic variations in the exhaust flow around 
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the perimeter of the corresponding nozzles, and with the 
differences in aerodynamic performance of the pressured fan 
air 34 and the expanding combustion gas flow 36. 

Accordingly, by the introduction of relatively simple and 
small duplex tabs at the exhaust outlets 46,56 significant 
noise attenuation may be obtained with relatively small per- 
formance loss. The duplex tabs may have various configura- 
tions represented by various permutations of the various fea- 
tures described above as examples. And, the small tab 
configuration promotes active deployment and retraction of 
the tabs in further development thereof. 

While there have been described herein what are consid- 
ered to be preferred and exemplary embodiments of the 
present invention, other modifications of the invention shall 
be apparent to those skilled in the art from the teachings 
herein, and it is, therefore, desired to be secured in the 
appended claims all such modifications as fall within the true 
spirit and scope of the invention. 

Accordingly, what is desired to be secured by Letters 
Patent of the United States is the invention as defined and 
differentiated in the following claims in which we claim: 

1 . An exhaust nozzle comprising a conical duct terminating 
in an annular outlet including a row of duplex tabs having 
compound radial and circumferential aft inclination from root 
to apex and between forward and aft edges with a diverging 
common center slot circumferentially therebetween. 

2. A nozzle according to claim 1 wherein said duplex tabs 
are arranged in circumferentially spaced apart pairs with each 
pair having said common center slot circumferentially 
between adjacent tabs. 

3. A nozzle according to claim 2 wherein said duct termi- 
nates at an annular trailing edge surrounding said outlet, and 
said duplex tabs are inclined both radially and circumferen- 
tially toward said trailing edge. 

4. A nozzle according to claim 3 wherein each duplex tab 
includes a circumferentially inclined root along said outlet 
and is inclined radially aft from said root to said apex of said 
tab. 

5. A nozzle according to claim 4 wherein said duplex tabs 
are symmetrical about said common slot therebetween. 

6. A nozzle according to claim 4 wherein said duplex tabs 
circumferentially diverge from said common slot toward said 
trailing edge. 

7. A nozzle according to claim 4 wherein said duplex tabs 
circumferentially converge toward said common slot at said 
trailing edge. 

8. A nozzle according to claim 4 wherein said duplex tabs 
extend radially inside said outlet. 

9. A nozzle according to claim 4 wherein said duplex tabs 
extend radially outside said outlet. 

10. A nozzle according to claim 4 wherein said duplex tabs 
and common slots thereof are triangular. 

11. An exhaust nozzle comprising: 

a conical exhaust duct having radially inner and outer skins 
terminating at a trailing edge surrounding an outlet for 
discharging exhaust flow; and 

a row of adjoining duplex tabs having a common slot 
therebetween, with each tab inclined radially from said 
duct at an acute radial inclination angle at said outlet 
around said trailing edge and said slot diverges radially 
from said duct, wherein said duplex tabs are arranged in 
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pairs, each pair having a collective tab width, and said 
tab pairs are circumferentially spaced apart from each 
other at a greater spacing than said tab width, and 
wherein said duplex tabs are inclined both radially aft 

5 toward said outlet and circumferentially forward from 
said trailing edge. 

12. A nozzle according to claim 11 wherein each duplex tab 
includes a root circumferentially inclined forwardly from 
said trailing edge, and an apex spaced radially from said root. 

10 1 3 . A nozzle according to claim 1 2 wherein each duplex tab 

is triangular and defines an inclined delta wing for generating 
vortices in flow thereover, and said common slot therebe- 
tween is also triangular and extends outwardly from a com- 
mon junction of said tab roots. 

15 14. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 

tabs are symmetrical about said common slot therebetween. 

15. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs circumferentially diverge from said common slot toward 
said trailing edge. 

20 16. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 

tabs circumferentially converge toward said common slot at 
said trailing edge. 

17. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs are normal to each other at said roots. 

25 18. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 

tabs are acute to each other at said roots. 

19. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said inclined 
roots intersect each other at a common point in each duplex 
pair. 

30 20. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said inclined 

roots converge toward each other in each duplex pair and 
remain spaced apart at said common slot. 

21. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs have a common axial length, and said collective width 

35 thereof is twice said length. 

22. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs terminate at said trailing edge. 

23. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs terminate axially forward of said trailing edge. 

40 24. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 

tabs terminate axially aft of said trailing edge. 

25. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs are equiangularly spaced apart in corresponding pairs 
around said nozzle outlet. 

45 26. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 

tabs converge from said roots to said apexes. 

27. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs are truncated at said apexes. 

28. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 

50 tabs extend radially inwardly from said inner skin inside said 

exhaust outlet. 

29. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said duplex 
tabs extend radially outwardly from said outer skin outside 
said exhaust outlet. 

55 30. A nozzle according to claim 12 wherein said exhaust 

duct includes a centerbody disposed concentrically therein 
and bounding said exhaust outlet radially inwardly, and said 
duplex tabs extend radially outwardly from said centerbody 
inside said outlet. 

60 



